COVERED GONDOLA AAR CODES

GBR = Regular      GAR = Drop bottom (cross-hinge)

GMR = Drop ends  GSR = Drop bottom (sill-hinge) 
#1 of 6: STANDARD OPERATING CODE (SOC)

A RULE prefixed by an "S" designates that the rule applies to single track (S-83), where "D" is used, double track (D-83) where no prefix is used the  rule applies equally under all conditions.

"Unless otherwise provided" is a term that will be noted in various rules. These three words provide rules with the flexibility needed in some cases.

RULE 17. Engineers must dim headlights when:

  1. in a siding.  2. Nearing station.  3. on yard track
RULE 19. Signals will be displayed to the rear of every train, as markers, to indicate rear of train:

  Nighttime: Red light rearward, amber side & front

  Daytime:   Green flag displaying on rear of last car.

RULE 20. Lead locos on a timetable schedule shall carry green classification signal, flag or light, high up on right if there is an additional section following on the same schedule.

RULE 21. Lead locos pulling an extra train shall dis-

play 2 white classification signals high up each side
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#2 of 6: (SOC) SUPERIORITY OF TRAINS 

RULE S-71. A train is superior to another by 

right, class or direction. Right is superior to 

class or direction. Direction is superior as 

between trains of the same class.

When a train has no train orders it has no rights.  Extra trains are inferior to regular trains unless made superior by “Right”.  Superiority may be conferred by timetable, but a train never has “timetable rights”.  The timetable may specify which direction or class is superior.  On two or more tracks, there is no superiority by direction, only right and class.

RULE 72.  Trains of the first class are superior to those of the second; trains of the second class are superior to those of the third: and so on.

RULE S-72  Trains in the direction specified by timetable are superior to trains of the same Class in the opposite direction.

RULE 73. Extra trains are inferior to regular trains.
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#3 of 6: (SOC) MOVEMENT OF TRAINS (1)
RULE 82. Timetable schedules, unless fulfilled, are in effect for twelve hours after their time at each station. Regular trains more than twelve hours behind either their regular arriving or leaving time at any station lose both right and schedule, and can thereafter proceed only as authorized by train order.

RULE D-83. A train must not leave its initial station until it has been ascertained whether all superior trains due, have left.

RULE S-83. A train must not leave its initial station or pass from 1 or 2 tracks to single track, until it has been ascertained whether all superior trains due, of the same class, have arrived or left.

RULE 84. A train or engine must not start until the proper signal is given. 

RULE 85. When a train of one schedule is on the time of another schedule of the same class in the same direction, it will proceed on its own schedule.
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#4 of 6: (SOC) MOVEMENT OF TRAINS (2)
RULE 86. Unless otherwise provided, an inferior train must clear at the time a superior train in the same direction is due to leave the next station in the rear where time is shown.

RULE S-87. An inferior train must keep out of the way of opposing superior trains.  Extra trains must clear the time of opposing regular trains by not less than five minutes unless otherwise provided, and will be governed by train order, with respect to opposing extra trains.

RULE S-88. At meeting points between trains of the same class, the inferior timetable direction train must clear the main track before leaving time of the superior train. At meeting points authorized by train orders, the train with the inferior timetable direction must take the siding unless otherwise provided.
RULE S-89.  At meeting points between trains of different classes the inferior train must take the siding and clear the superior train by not less than five minutes from time the superior train is due to leave the next station in advance of inferior train.
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#5 of 6: (SOC) MOVEMENT OF TRAINS (3)
RULE 91. Unless some form of block signal system is used, trains in the same direction must keep, not less than ten minutes apart, except in closing up at stations.

RULE 92. A train must not leave a station in advance of its scheduled leaving time.

RULE 93. Within yard limits the main track may be used, clearing the time of first class trains at the next station where time is shown.  Protection against 2nd & 3rd class trains, extra trains, and engines is not required.  2nd & 3rd class trains, extra trains and engines must move within yard limits unless the main track is known to be clear.

RULE 95. Two or more sections may be run on the same schedule.  Each section has equal timetable authority.  A train must not display signals for a following section without train order authority.  Trains will be identified by the #of the lead engine.

RULE S-97. Extra trains must not run without train orders.
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#6 of 6: (SOC) MOVEMENT OF TRAINS (4)
RULE 99. When a train stops under circumstances in which it may be overtaken by another train, the flagman must go back immediately with flagman’s signals a sufficient distance to insure full protection, placing 2 torpedoes and, when necessary, in addition, displaying lighted fusees (flares).  When recalled and safety to the train will permit, he may return, leaving the torpedoes & a lighted fusee.

RULE 104. Switches must be left properly lined after having been used.  Employees lining switches must see that the points fit properly. 

RULE 105. Cars must not be left on a passing siding when possible to avoid it.  Inform dispatcher if left.

RULE 107. When a passenger train is receiving or discharging traffic on the side toward a station, a train or engine must not pass between it and the station.



